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GSMC/IPMS meets the third Monday night (4th Monday in Jan & Feb) of each month from 7 to
9 PM at the Nashua Public Library, 2 Court Street Nashua, New Hampshire. Visitors are
welcome to attend. Monthly show and tell pictures are posted on our website. Website
maintained by Brandon Clifton.
Club Officers:
President: Mac Johnston (603-648-2244) macatflandersandpatch@hotmail.com
Vice President: Rich Filteau (617-592-4268) r.filteau@comcast.net
Secretary: Rodney Currier (603-726-3876) nickmatt2@roadrunner.com
Treasurer: Edward Mele IV (603-203-9878) emeleiv@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Russell Gosselin (603-361-2872) gosselin2112@gmail.com
Zoom Administrator: Bob Ferri (603-547-7456) ferri@gsinet.net
Meeting Reminders:
April 18, May16, June 27
Weekend Build Sessions via Zoom:
Saturdays 1-4pm; Sundays 6-9pm
Rich Filteau and Pete Davis with Russ as assistant are busy working on the project request from
Raytheon. They currently produce aviation camera pods used in recon. As a token of thanks,
Raytheon sends out models of the clients’ aircraft with said camera pods. GSM has been asked
to add a level of detail on the pods that match the aircraft. With 170 units to be detailed and
painted, this crew will be busy.
Mac has created a new account with a clothes distributer to supply GSM with all our new shirts
and hoodies. Prices and product manufacturer are more or less equal to the previous distributer.
Hopefully the club can start ordering some new merchandise soon.
HK’s 1/48 Lancaster Mk I Build Review
Pete Davis recommended Nigel’s Modelling Bench on YouTube to see
HK’s amazing Lancaster Mk I. This is a multi-part video series, with some
videos being almost an hour long. Get into your comfy chair and grab a
snack or two, and be prepared to get amazed at all the styrene goodness.
(6) Hong Kong Models 1/48 Lancaster B Mk.1 build - YouTube

Bay of Biscay Mystery
By Rich Filteau

On the night of November 12, 1943 a battle
took place over and on the Bay of Biscay, a battle
from which there were no survivors. 10 U.S. Navy
airmen and 57 Kriegsmarine submariners went to
their deaths as a result of this action between a USN
Consolidated PB4Y-1 Liberator, commanded by
Lieutenant (jg) Brownell and U-508 commanded by
Kapitanleutnant Gerg Staats (Knights Cross). Not much is known about the battle. "Calvert n'
Coke", PB4Y-1 Liberator BuAer # 32032, radioed its home base at NAF Dunkeswell at 01:16
AM saying that it was attacking a U-Boat 95 miles north of Cape Penas, Spain. Nothing further
was heard from the patrol bomber. The next day a search of the area revealed two oil slicks about
5 miles apart. At the end of World War II German records revealed that U-508 went missing on
the same day and in the same area. 67 souls had found a watery grave in the Bay of Biscay.
The fall of France in the summer of 1940 had allowed Germany to set up U-Boat bases at
Brest, Lorient and Sant-Nazaire among others. These bases greatly decreased the transit time to
the Allies' North Atlantic shipping lanes. To counter this move the British began patroling the
Bay of Biscay to harass the U-boats as they exited from and returned to their bases. When the
Americans entered the war they joined the effort. The American anti-submarine warfare (ASW)
effort was based at RAFB Dunkeswell in southwestern England near Devon.
The first unit of the United States military to take on the challenge of steming the flow of
U-boats from the western shores of France was the 479th Anti-Submarine Group of the United
States Army Air Forces. At this time, United States Naval Air forces were not equipped with a
long range patrol aircraft that was capable of combating U-boats that had been ordered to remain
on the surface and fight it out with allied patrol aircraft rather than submerge as their orders had
stated earlier in the war. Long range patrol squadrons of the US Navy operated Consolidated
PBY Catalinas, Martin PBM Mariners and Consolidated PB2Y Coronados. These flying boats
were designed for long range patrol duties and were not equiped with heavy enough weapons to
take on the U-boats in close quarters. The Navy did have on the drawing board the Boeing XPBB
Sea Ranger. The ASW squadrons of the USAAF were equipped with the Consolidated B-24
Liberator which did have the range and was much
more heavily armed and therefore more capapble of
combating the anti-aircraft-artilery (AAA) armed
submarines of the Kriegsmarine.
A deal needed to be worked out. The Army
had the equipment but rather than maritime patrol
duties wanted to concentrate on the strategic bombing
campaign. Maritime patrol was more of a Navy
operation, but the Navy did not have the equipment.
The Navy owned Boeing's Renton, Washington
facility

and was planning on using it to produce the Sea Ranger. A swap was worked out, the Renton
plant was released to produce the B-29 Superfortress and the Navy received B-24 Liberators for
maritime patrol. The subject of this article, PB4Y-1 US Navy BuAer # 32032 was produced as
USAAF Consolidated B-24D-55-CO Liberator Serial # 42-40429. This B-24D became a PB4Y-1
on March 9, 1943, one of 977 B-24s that were transfered to the Navy as PB4Y-1s.
On March 15, 1943 Bombing Squadron One Hundred Three (VB-103) was established at
Naval Air Station (NAS) Camp Kearney (later NAS Miramar) California. PB4Y-1 32032 joined
the squadron which departed for Norfolk, Va. on April 29, 1943. NAS Quonset Point, RI. was
the next stop on VB-103's journey. At Quonset the PB4Ys were outfitted with ASW gear
including Loran, the secret APS-15 radar, equipment necessary to deploy sonobouys and also
were outfitted to carry the Mark 24 Homing Torpedo. On May 15th the squadron began patrols
at NAS Argentia, Newfoundland. On August 15th VB-103 departed Argentia for St Eval,
England finally arriving at its home base at Naval Air Facility (NAF) Dunkeswell at the end of
the month. VB-103 became VPB-103 on October 1, 1944 and remained at NAF Dunkeswell
until the cessation of operations in May of 1945. The squadron moved to Norfolk, Va. in June
and was then transfered to NAS Almeda, Ca. were it was disestablished on August 31, 1945.
During its time on active duty VB/VPB-103 flew 1902 operational sorties and had 4.5 confirmed
U-boat kills. 14 VPB-103 PB4Y-1s were lost to all causes.
My fascination with the this aircraft, PB4Y-1
BuAer# 32032, VB-103's 'C' aircraft, named "Calvert
n' Coke", goes back to the mid 60's. I was 13 or 14
years old when I received the Revell 1/72 scale kit
for my birthday. Ever since then I have been seeing
pictures of this aircraft in books and magazines. A lot
of these pictures were taken over the English coast.
One source states that they were taken by famous
British aviation photographer Charles E. Brown for
the US Navy. These pictures, many in color, clearly
show the non-specular sea blue upper surfaces, white
under surfaces, over-sized national insignia and even the color of the radome that took the place
of the lower fuselage ball turret. The camouflage colors are also spelled out in the 'Bombers in
Blue' and 'U.S. Navy PB4Y-1 (B-24) Liberator Squadrons In Great Britain during World War II'
books listed in the Biliography.
I started this model project 5 or 6 years ago before Monogram re-released their B-24D kit. So I
had to do a lot of searching for a 1/48 scale B-24 to be the basis for my PB4Y-1. Eventually one
was offered for sale on EBAY so I purchased it. The kit I bought was Monogram kit # 5604.
In this kit the location of the lower ball turret was faired over, which made it easier when
modifying it to a PB4Y-1. The model construction was very straight forward. I followed the kit
directions except for modifications necessary to replace the lower ball turret with the APS-15
radome. Below are diagrams and text that spell out how I modified the model.

The model was painted with Testor's Scale
Master paints, using Gloss Sea Blue and Classic
White for the camouflage. Paper templates were used
to accomplish the wavy pattern on the sides of the
fuselage and engines. The de-icing boots were taped
off using scotch tape and were painted with Scale
Black. Black Magic wheel masks were used for the
landing gear.
The decals came from a variety of sources.
Experts Choice Decals # 48-41 'U.S. National
Insignia (White & Blue With Red Surround) 1943 Only' provided the wing national insignia. The
Stars and Bars for the fuselage were supplied by using EagleCals EC # 20 which is a sheet of
decals for 1/32 scale 'VF-17 Jolly Rogers - F4U-1A Corsairs'. Using my inkjet printer I created
the "Calvert N' Coke', bureau number for the tail etc.

Upcoming Events of Modeling Interest
April 24

Hooksett Lions Club Train Show

Hooksett, NH

April 29

NorEastCon@50 Region 1 IPMS Show

Latham, NY

May 14

NorthshoreCon

Peabody, MA

July 20-23

IPMS USA Nationals

Omaha, NE

October 2

Classic Plastic

Lawrence, MA

October 7-8

ArmorCon (AMPS)

Southbury, CT

October 16

GraniteCon

Manchester, NH

March Raffle Winners

Bob Fiero

Bob Ingals

Mac Johnston

March Show & Tell

John Walker built these 1/72 aircraft. P-39 Q Col. William Shomo 71st TRS, 82nd TRG, New
Guinea 1944; P-40E 11th FS, 343rd FG, Kiska, Aleutian Islands, 1944; F4U-1a VMF 111, Maj.
Hollowell, Guadalcanal, November 1943.

Paul Lessard these little 1/87 cars. Fairmount Track Motor car from Durango Press and ’53
Chevy Corvette from Alloy Forms.

Paul Lessard built this 1/87 40’ Outside-Braced Boxcar from MDC Roundhouse. He added cot
levers.

Pete Davis built this 1/35 M2A1 Halftrack from Dragon.

Pete Davis built this 1/35 CCKW 353 Truck from Heller. He added stowage from Value Gear.

Chuck Converse built this 1/72 Saab J21A from Heller.

Mac Johnston built this 1/35 US-6 Studebaker Truck from ICM. He added extra engine detail.

Frank Moore scratchbuilt this 37mm AT gun manned by Free French Troops.

Frank Moore built this 1/32 M-48 Patton Range Target wreck from Monogram.

Frank Moore kit-bashed this M-48 from Tamiya and Monogram parts. He added the external
fuel drums and camo netting.

Frank Moore scratchbuilt this 1/35 M3A3 Stuart.

Russ Gosselin is almost finished with this 1/72 Stuka G2 from Fujimi.

